Offices of

Florida Rural Legal Services

Administrative Office

Lakeland
963 E. Memorial Boulevard
P.O. Box 24688
Lakeland, Florida 33802
(863) 688-7376 * Fax (863) 683-7861
Toll Free Clients Only:
1-800-277-7680

Belle Glade
1500 NW Avenue “L”, Suite A
Belle Glade, Florida 33430
(561) 993-0003 e Fax (561) 993-0004
Toll Free Clients Only:
1-888-993-0003

Fort Myers
3210 Cleveland Avenue
P.O. Box 219
Fort Myers, Florida 33902
(239) 334-4554 e Fax (239) 334-3042
Toll Free Clients Only:
1-888-582-3410

Fort Pierce
510 South US Hwy 1, Suite 1
P.O. Box 4333
Fort Pierce, Florida 34948
(772) 466-4766 ® Fax (772) 489-3176
Toll Free Clients Only:
1-800-277-7680

Punta Gorda
226 Taylor Street, Room 210
Punta Gorda, Florida 33950
(941) 505-9007 * Fax (941) 505-9626

West Palm Beach
3111 South Dixie Hwy, Suite 140
West Palm Beach, Florida 33405
(561) 820-8902 e Fax (561) 820-8892
Toll Free Clients Only:
1-800-284-4588

www.fris.org
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“The Florida Bar Foundation, with Interest on Trust
Accounts Program funding, provides support to
Florida Rural Legal Services, Inc.”
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“Sponsored by Florida Rural Legal Services, Inc. (recipient) and
the State of Florida, Department of Elder Affairs” and
West Central Florida Agency on Aging, Inc.”
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Palm Beach, Treasure Coast, Inc. (agency) and the State of Florida,
Department of Elder Affairs.”
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“Sponsored by Florida Rural Legal Services, AAA for Southwest
Florida, (agency) and the State of Florida,
Department of Elder Affairs.”

Florida Rural Legal Services, Inc. ﬁ—:i.'j 3




Florida Rural
Legal Services, Inc.

Florida Rural Legal Services seeks to ensure that low-
income and rural communities in Florida have access to
justice and the provision of basic human rights.

How can | apply for benefits?
There are several ways to begin the application process.
You can:

Fill out the forms online at
www.ssa.gov/applyfordisability or

Visit your local Social Security office or

Call 1-800-772-1213.
You will have to fill out an application and answer
questions about your health problems. Social Security

will need to talk with you about your health and how
much money you make.

What information will the Social Security
Administration need from me?
They will need all of these:
Your Social Security number
Your birth certificate

Names and addresses of doctors, clinics
and hospitals that have cared for you

A list of all your medicines
Medical test results and

Information about all of
your past jobs and how
much money you made.

They may ask you for other information, too.

How will Social Security decide if
I am disabled?

The Social Security Administration (SSA) will only give
you disability benefits if they find that you have a health
problem so bad that it will last for at least a year or you
will die from it. You must be unable to work very much
because of your health problem. (SSA calls this
“unable to do substantial work”). If your medical
problem allows you to work or you will get better in the
next year, you will not get disability benefits. Social
Security will look at all of your medical information and
the jobs you had in the past. They may even pay for
you to go see a doctor.

What does Social Security mean
by “substantial work”?

They look at several things. If you have been working
this year and you are earning more than $980 per
month, you will not get disability benefits. The amount
of money you can make each month changes a little
every year.

How long will it take to get a decision
on my application?

It will take 3 to 6 months in most cases to get your first
decision.

What should | do if the SSA does not
give me benefits?

If the SSA decides you are not disabled, you will get a
letter in the mail that says you do not meet the
requirements to get benefits. You have the right to ask
the SSA to look at your application again within 60 days
of the date they sent you the letter. If the SSA still says
no, you can try one more time to get benefits by asking

to see a judge within 60 days of the second time the
SSA said you were not disabled. If you wait longer
than 60 days, they may not look at your case again. It
is important to appeal your denial on time. If you do
not, and you have to start your application over again,
you may lose benefits.

Does Social Security offer different
kinds of disability benefits?

Yes, they have two programs. SSDI pays you
disability benefits if you worked for a long enough
period of time and paid your taxes. The check you get
from that program is based upon how much money
you made when you worked in the past. SSI pays you
disability benefits based upon how much you need the
money. To get a check from this program they will
want to check up on all of your household income.
The SSA uses the same test for both programs to
decide if you are disabled.

Are there other benefits that | can
get when | receive disability?
Yes, in many cases you can get medical benefits too.

Check with Social Security and with the Department of
Children and Families to see if you are eligible.

Florida Rural Legal Services, Inc. helps low-
income people with Social Security problems.
If you are having trouble with Social Security,

please call one of our offices.




